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Bill to Change School Reporting Requirement for Immunization from 6™ Grade to 7™

Grade.

SRe Q3T- Q39

Background:

Issues:
[ ]

School reporting requirements have been in place for many years and have been one of
the key factors to the dramatic decreases in vaccine preventable diseases in Michigan and
across the country.

Since 1978, Michigan law requires that each student upon entry into kindergarten or into
a new school district involving grades 1-12 possess a certificate of immunization or a
signed waiver at the time of registration.

Public Act 89 in 2000 mandated that an immunization assessment be completed for each
sixth grade student. The above laws (which amend the Revised School Code, the Public
Health Code, and the State School Aid Act) were implemented to ensure that children are
adequately immunized against vaccine preventable diseases prior to achieving
adolescence for vaccines recommended for children.

Since 2005, newer vaccines were licensed and became recommended to prevent diseases
occurring in adolescence, such as pertussis, meningitis, influenza and HPV.

In 2010, Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis) and Meningococcal vaccines were
added to the existing Michigan school rules and required for all students entering 6"
grade if they were at least 11 years of age at the time they entered 6" grade.

Tdap and Memngococcal vaccines are routinely recommended at 11 through 12 years of
age. Some 6™ grade students enter the program at 10 years of age before the vaccines are
routinely recommended.

Since school reporting is done at time of registration, students who enter 6™ grade who
are only 10 years of age may never be required to receive the vaccines and therefore are
at risk of becoming ill.

Schools, accustomed to sorting students by grade, find it difficult to track students who
enter the program at 10 years of age and those who enter at 11 years of age.

There is a short turnaround time for school staff to remind students/parents that the
vaccine is required since the student may have just turned 11 years of age before entering
sixth grade.

Healthcare providers have had to establish quick turnaround appointment times for
immunizations at school entry, creating large amounts of patients at back to school time.
24 states currently have a 7™ grade requirement for immunizations.

Solution:

Removing the 6™ grade requirement and changing to a 7™ grade requirement benefits all
stakeholders; schools, physicians, and local health departments.

Allows physicians to plan well child visits for adolescents, as well as immunizing them,
and have more flexibility to vaccinate within the entire 11-12 year old window instead of
pushing vaccinations at earlier ages.

Allow schools to send notices during the prior school year to better prepare families.
Almost all 7™ grade students will be required to receive the vaccines since most students
are 11-12 years of age. The Michigan Department of Education and the Michigan
Advisory Committee on Immunizations (MACI) has supported this change for schools.
The first year transition would be made easy by havmg most of the students who are in
7™ grade complete since they were assessed as 6™ grade students.



